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Class Notes

1970s

Ratna Ghosh, MA’73, PhD’76, received the
Distinguished Alumna Award at the 2016
Arch Awards. Originally from India, the
award-winning educational leader, author
and lecturer was the first female dean at
McGill University’s Faculty of Education from
1998-2004. Her numerous awards and hon-
ours include the Order of Canada (2000),
the Order of Quebec (2006) and election
as a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada
(1999), as well as being profiled as one of
Time magazine’s “Canada’s Best in Educa-
tion” (2003).

Mike Shaikh, BComm’77, along with his wife,
Linda Shaikh, MA’15, were named two of the
Calgary Herald's 20 “Compelling Calgarians”
to watch in 2017. Among the philanthropic
couple’s recent donations is the $1-million
gift to the new central public library, in keep-
ing with their focus on promoting education.
Mike, grandfather of seven, offers this advice
to new students: “Think big and don’t be
afraid. Stay focused, determined, empow-
ered and then get out there and use that ed-
ucation to build our country worthy of your
boundless promise, energy and enthusiasm.
Lead by example, with hope — never fear.”

1980s

Larry Shelley, BComm’80, received the
Management Alumni Excellence Award at the
2016 Arch Awards. Shelley’s finance career
has spanned decades as he has climbed the
corporate ladder to come full circle as man-
aging partner of Citrus Capital Partners Ltd.
He currently serves as a board chair for the
Beakerhead festival and has been a member
of the Rotary Club of Calgary since 1993.

Suzanne West, BSc’87, president and CEO
of Imaginea Energy, was not only one of the
Calgary Herald's 20 “Compelling Calgarians”
to watch in 2017, she was also the recipient
of the Alumni Achievement Award at the
2016 Arch Awards. She has devoted her life
to changing how we do business, mashing
together planet, people and profit.

Jean Addington, PhD’87, and Hude Quan,
PhD’98, both alumni at the Cumming School
of Medicine, were named to the prestig-
jous 2016 “Highly Cited Researchers” list
compiled by Clarivate Analytics, formerly
Thomson Reuters’ scientific division. The list
identifies the top one per cent of scientists
whose research has had significant global
impact in their fields. Addington is a pro-
fessor of psychiatry who has concentrated
on psychosis and schizophrenia for more
than 20 years. Quan is a professor with the
Department of Community Health Sciences
and the director of the World Health Organi-
zation Collaborating Centre in Classification,
Terminology and Standards at the O’Brien
Institute for Public Health.

: 1990s

. Dr. Pam Veale, MD’93, MDSc’00, received

i the Alumna of Distinction Award for achiev-
¢ ing medical education excellence at the
2016 Arch Awards. Over the past 15 years,

i Veale has been a dedicated educator who is
: committed to creating a successful learning
environment for future doctors. She has

¢ served as course chair, director of student
evaluation and assistant dean, undergradu-
¢ ate medical education (UME), and played a
i key leadership role in the recent successful
UME-accreditation process.

: Dale Walde, PhD’95, received the Alumni
Achievement Award for inspiring students

: at the 2016 Arch Awards. Walde says he got

i a “late start” in his academic career at the
age of 27. He spent time in the private sector
: as a consulting archaeologist while he was

: finishing up his PhD and, in 1998, he entered
academia, taking his first role as the director

i of UCalgary’s Archeology Field School. In that
role, he immediately initiated a public archae-
: ology program, introducing several hundred
 members of the public to Canadian Plains
archaeology and First Nations traditions.

Leanne Pelosi, BSc’02, one of the most deco-
¢ rated female snowboarders on the planet, was :
i named Transworld Snowboarding magazine’s
first-ever Influencer Award last December.

i Pelosi has done everything from compete in
world-class competitions and running all-girls
: snowboard camps to producing films about

© the top female riders in the game.

i Jane Salma Alkhouri, BA’03, received the

¢ Alumni Achievement Award at the 2016 Arch
Awards. Her UCalgary roots as a student

¢ leader, writer for the Gauntlet, member of
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i political clubs and the senate, and later an
employee, has taken her around the globe as
: afederal public servant with Global Affairs

i Canada. Among her many honours are the

i Government of Canada General Service Medal
: with one rotation bar and the GAC Deputy

Minister’s award medal for contributions to

the resettlement of Syrian refugees (2016).

{ Dr. Margriet Greidanus, MD’03, and Laura

i Lucier, BSc’99, were two out of 72 candidates
shortlisted for the Canadian Space Agency

: astronaut program. More than 3,700 people

: : applied to be two of the country’s “next

: Brad Mahon, BMus’96, MMus’99, PhD’08, was :
named director of the world-renowned Con-
i servatory at Mount Royal University. Mahon

¢ will provide strategic leadership to one of the
© largest music and performing arts education
¢ organizations in Canada.

- 2000s

: Grant Gordon, BKin’01; Lindsey Kindrat,

i BSc’01; Rahim Sajan, BSc’01, BEd’03; Megan
Kerluke, BFA’02; Dr. Tony Truong, BSc’96,

: MD’02; Dr. Gabriel Fabreau, BSc’03, MD’08;
Fabiola Macintyre, BSc (Eng)’03; Connor

: Gottfried, BSc’04; Adam Melynk, BA’04; Mel-
: anee Thomas, MA’06; Adam Jones, BSc’07;
Jessie Li, BComm’09; Kristen Lien, BA’06,

i MEDes’08; Kara Chomistek, BSc’10; Jim
Szautner, MEd’14; Derek Roberts, PhD’15; and
: Breanne Sich, BComm’15, were all inductees

: into Avenue Calgary’s 2016 Top 40 Under 40
for “blazing trails in research, creating spaces

: for us to marvel at and enjoy, championing
education, saving lives, innovating technology,
i keeping us well-fed (and watered), promoting
artists and the arts and helping those in need.”

generation of space explorers.” The recruit-

: ment campaign began last June and the new
¢ astronauts will be announced in the summer
of 2017. Greidanus is an emergency physician
i and trauma specialist at Foothills Medical

i Centre. Lucier is a robotics flight controller
with NASA'’s Flight Operations Directorate.

Juan Riedinger, BA’05, BSc’05, and Julie
: Lynn Mortensen, BComm’08, BFA’08, both

landed the starring roles in the movie Drawing

Home, a locally shot biographical film about
: the love story of Banff artists and outdoor
enthusiasts Peter and Catharine Whyte.

Tuan Trang, PhD’05, a neuroscientist, and his
: team, have discovered that an anti-gout medi-
i cation can reduce the severity of withdrawal
symptoms in opioid-dependent rodents. Their
: work is leading to the development of a clini-
¢ cal trial at the Calgary Pain Clinic. Their study
was published in January in the prestigious

¢ journal, Nature Medicine.

: Andrew Phung, BA’06, won Best Performance
¢ by an Actor in a Featured Supporting Role or
Guest Role in a Comedic Series at the 2017

¢ Canadian Screen Awards for the CBC series

i Kim’s Convenience.

i daniel j kirk, BFA’07, received the Alumni

: Achievement Award at the 2016 Arch Awards
i for his work as an artist in Calgary. A painter,
a builder and a social entrepreneur, he splits

¢ his time between creating art in both his

i studio and abroad, and also maintains a focus
on grassroots initiatives that blend art with

: the greater community good. He has led

¢ initiatives for at-risk youth through the Boys
and Girls Club, Urban Youth Worx, the City of
: Calgary and more.



When he was a kid, Joseph
Windsor, MA"12, fell in love
with the Klingon language.
Since then, not only has he
gone on to become an expert
speaker of it, he’s built his
academic career around
linguistics.

First heard in Star Trek: The Motion Picture, Klingon has grown
from a few phrases into a bona fide language with thousands of
speakers around the world. There’s an official dictionary, a translat-
ed edition of Haml/et and even a Klingon Language Institute.

Windsor, a PhD candidate in the School of Languages, Linguistics,
Literatures & Cultures, started studying the language four years ago
and has presented on Klingon linguistics at the Calgary Comic and
Entertainment Expo.

“I don’t think anyone expected (Klingon) to take off,” says
Windsor. “(Stories) become more believable when you get the aliens
speaking their own language.”

Windsor was quick to offer his Klingon-language services to
Telus Spark for its new Star Trek: The Starfleet Academy Experience
exhibition and hopes to help out with promotions for the event. He
didn’t wait long to visit after it opened in February.

“We had so much fun,” he says. “It’s really interactive — you get
to try your luck shooting phasers and scanning Klingons with a
tricorder.” The exhibit also includes props and costumes from the
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Class Notes

Qapla’! Speaking Star Trek

franchise, as well as models used for filming.

Windsor’s Klingon expertise will also come in handy when UCal-
gary hosts the Language Creation Conference on July 22 and 23.

“We’ll be looking at what does studying an artificial language
teach us about the learning process and learning biases in natural
languages,” says Windsor, who is a local co-host of the event dedi-
cated to “conlanging” — the craft of language creation. “It’s the first
time the conference has been held in Canada.”

Klingon is an example of conlanging. The concept is not new,
Windsor says; the idea goes back to the 12th century, Esperanto
being a famous “real-world” example, and other constructed lan-
guages such as Dothraki from Game of Thrones have taken on lives
of their own.

But Windsor’s love for language includes more-traditional ones,
too. “l tried to teach myself German when | was seven or nine years
old,” he says. “I've always been a language nerd.” He completed
undergrad degrees in English and Gaelic at St. Francis Xavier before
coming to UCalgary in 2008 for his master’s and PhD. Aside from
Klingon, Windsor’s interests include Irish and Blackfoot, and his
postdoctoral proposal is a study of the Métis language, Michif.

As for his choice to call UCalgary home, Windsor says, “The
University of Calgary motto is in Gaelic, so | figured this was the
place to be!”

Star Trek: The Starfleet Academy Experience runs to June 4.

For more information on the Language Creation Conference, visit
conlang.org/language-creation-conference. — Alex Frazer-Harrison U

Arsheen Dhalla, BN’10, received the Alumni
Achievement Award at the 2016 Arch Awards
for her nursing expertise. Six years post-grad-
uation, she has already made her mark
internationally. She founded Daraja — which
means “bridge” in Swahili — a non-profit
foundation and charity in Zanzibar, Tanzania,
that supports a local school and orphanage
to empower young adults with educational
opportunities and provide tools to support
life skills.

Omar Eleryan, BSc (Eng)’10, a Calgary
engineer, and his business partner, Simon

the international Consumer Electronics Show
in Las Vegas in January. The camera drone

is small enough to fit into your pocket and is
controlled by your smartphone.

Faye Stenning, BKin’12, a professional
Spartan racer who nabbed third in the 2016
world championships, was named one of the
Calgary Herald’s 20 “Compelling Calgarians”
to watch in 2017. She shares this piece of
wisdom: “Don’t be afraid to do what you love
and take some risks. Never let the thought of
failure hold you back.”

¢ Erica Wiebe, BKin’12, BA’16, the professional
: wrestler who brought home a gold medal
from the Rio Olympics, has been named

¢ one of the Calgary Herald's 20 “Compelling

¢ Calgarians” to watch in 2017. Her life motto:
“Be yourself . . . it will always be enough.” She
¢ was also named Ottawa’s 2016 female athlete
¢ of the year at the Ottawa Sports Awards, the
largest and longest recurring municipal ama-
: teur sport-recognition program in Canada.

: Hayley Wickenheiser, BKin’13, MSc’16, retired

from hockey on Jan. 13, 2017. The four-time

¢ Canadian Olympic gold medallist, considered

Czarnota, debuted Cleo, their pocket drone, at the best female hockey pIaye”r in the world,
: tweeted the announcement: “Dear Canada. It

¢ has been the great honour of my life to play

: for you. Time to hang ’'em up!! Thank you!”

i Colton Lewis, BComm’15, was named one of
¢ the Calgary Herald's
¢ to watch in 2017. He is the key figure behind
initiating the Brett Wiese Memorial Scholar-

¢ ship Fund. Wiese was a close friend of Lewis’s
¢ who was killed at a house party three years
ago. This recent grad is optimistic about 2017.
¢ Lewis says: “It's going to be an amazing year

¢ for Calgarians — actually for all Canadians as

i we celebrate our 150th birthday. | think we

“

Compelling Calgarians”

¢ should acknowledge how fortunate we are to

live and study in such an amazing country.”

Greg McMeekin, LLB’15, was included on the

list of 20 “Compelling Calgarians” to watch

for in 2017 by the Calgary Herald. He doesn’t
want to be known as a role model due to his

disability (the 43-year-old lawyer has cerebral
palsy). Having fought institutional barriers his

entire life, his No. 1 passion has never wav-
¢ ered. “l want to help as many people as

possible,” says the volunteer at Calgary Legal
Guidance, whose life motto is, “to try and

see the good in all people.”

: James Thorogood, BSc (Eng)’16, was recently
i one of 11 Canadians to win a Rhodes Scholar-
ship at the University of Oxford. In the past few
i years, he has worked with Engineers Without

Borders in Ghana to identify viable businesses

i that could reduce import dependencies and
i create opportunities for rural communities. He
also co-founded Skill2Scale, a social enterprise
¢ that develops digital-education services for

low-income youth in India and East Africa.
Currently, Thorogood is working with a startup

enterprise in Kenya to improve the livelihood
¢ of millions of small-dairy farmers who are
¢ entrenched in cycles of poverty. — Ellis Choe U
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Events

Out=Abo

Aiming to deepen relationships with alumni in key areas around the globe is what prompts UCalgary Alumni to host

various events that honour our successful grads. Whether they are recent alumni who attend a Learn, Laugh, Lead

program or graduates in far-flung places who come out for an Idea Exchange event, we want to thank you for taking

the time. And remember, Alumni Weekend runs from Sept. 22-24 this year. Hope to see you there!
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1. IDEA EXCHANGE, NEW YORK

(R): Evelyn Bailey, BComm’88,

VP North America Systems (IBM)
reunites with Kaenan Hertz, BSc’87,
managing partner, Insurtech
Advisors. The two went to high school
and UCalgary together and hadn’t
seen one another in years.

2. IDEA EXCHANGE,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

(L-R): Justin Meyers, BA'06; Brendan
Foht, BA'08; and Bruce Leighton,
BA’77, attend a UCalgary breakfast

at the Embassy of Canada in
Washington, D.C., where Jack Mintz,
President’s Fellow, School of Public
Policy, led a lively discussion.

3.LEARN, LAUGH, LEAD

(R): Haskayne alumna Lara Pearl
Ahmed, BComm’15, meets a
fellow volunteer.

4. UCALGARY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
2016 ARCH AWARDS GALA
Medicine Alumna of Distinction
Award-winner Dr. Pam Veale, MD’93,
MDSc’00, mingles during the pre-
gala mixer.

5.IDEA EXCHANGE, TORONTO
(L-R): Alumni Alan Chan, MBA’91;
Derek Besant, BFA’73; Diana Nada,
PhD’14; Lamis Haggag, MFA'13,

at Toronto’s Idea Exchange where
Besant was the keynote speaker.



6.IDEA EXCHANGE, HONG KONG

(L-R): Wai-Ming But, BSc’80, and ZhiZhao
George Liu, PhD’04, celebrate UCalgary’s 50th
anniversary at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong where Joseph Sung, PhD’92, spoke.

7.IDEA EXCHANGE, SAN FRANCISCO

Alumni’s first “house party” in San Francisco

was hosted by Arthur Wong, BComm’91, and
Anne Wong, BA’89, BComm’91. (L-R): William
Rosehart, Dean of SSE; Laura Buhler, BComm’09,
executive director of C100; Robert Harvey,
MSc’98, Onboard SW lead at Planet Labs; Alina
Kunitskaya, student intern with BioMarin.

8. IDEA EXCHANGE, OTTAWA

Prof. Steven Bryant (Schulich School of
Engineering) speaks to an audience of alumni
about the future of clean and sustainable energy.

9. PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN TRUDEAU

ON CAMPUS

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau meets staff and
volunteers after holding a town hall at the Jack
Simpson Gym.

10. IDEA EXCHANGE, NEW YORK

Carol Yan, BComm’13, and Stephanie Stobart
join other alumni, students, donors and friends
in Manhattan where the psychology of leadership
was discussed.

11. UCALGARY ALUMNI SKATE WITH SANTA
On Dec. 5, Santa Claus made his annual
appearance on ice at the Olympic Oval.

he W;zlrus-

12. IDEA EXCHANGE, HOUSTON

At Houston’s Petroleum Club, Mary Griffin,
wife of alumnus Robert Wichert, BSc (Eng)’83,
enjoyed a vigorous discussion on clean energy
led by Prof. Steven Bryant.

13. WALRUS TALKS

As part of UCalgary’s 50th Anniversary
celebrations, the university partnered with The
Walrus Foundation to present a Walrus Talk.
(L-R): Prof. Brittany Harker Martin, PhD’12;
Chima Nkemdirim; UCalgary President Elizabeth
Cannon, BSc’84, MSc’87, PhD’91; Mark Hopkins,
BA'o5; Mayor Naheed Nenshi, BComm’93; Lauren
Voisin (front); Aaron Park, BSc’o7, BEd’11; Zahra
Al-Harazi; Eric Termuende, BComm’14; Manjit
Minhas; Nadia Fatah; and Walrus magazine
publisher Shelley Ambrose. U
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Get Your Game On

eady for a challenge? Put pen

to paper and try your hand at

these two UCalgary games of
trivia. Match notable alumni with their
job titles and then, when you have that
nailed, test your know-how with our
first-ever crossword puzzle.

After that, scan your entry and email
it to us; you could win a $70 gift cer-
tificate to UCalgary’s bookstore (where
they sell more puzzlers!) as well as art
supplies, clothes, mugs, water bottles,

magazines and books, of course, lots

and lots of books.

(Note: There are major crossword

spoilers on our magazine website. We

hope you won’t “cheat” but, if you do,

we’ll be here when you get back.)

Scan both completed puzzles and

email to: alumni@ucalgarymag.ca

Alumni Match-u

Puzzle Over This — And All That Is UCalgary

ACROSS

1 Former Canadian Prime ____

Stephen Harper has strong

ties to the University of

Calgary (as did Joe Clark’s

top aide, Jim Hawkes)

Dennis Wilson of lululemon

fame is better known by this

nickname

Development practitioner

___Smith was honoured

by the U of Cin 2008

10 Dug up, as a geoscientist

such as the U of C's Darla

Zelenitsky might do

The U of Cis now within the

Calgary Confederation

UCalgary’s teams go by

this nickname

14 James Gosling is known as
“The ___ of Java”

16 Canada’s “Motor City”

19 At the U of Clibrary, you can
even find video games by this
early maker

21 U of Clnternational offers a
course called Environmental
and Urban Geography of
Alpine ___

24 Dr. Mary-Wynne ____ was
honoured by the U of Cin
2006 for her work on nuclear
disarmament

25 Early inhabitant of Grenada,
where the U of C's Sir Carlyle
Glean was governor general

26 ___ Kirker is a past president
of the Law Society of Alberta

27 Olympic gold medallist Erica
Wiebe is one

Ul

©

1

S

DOWN

1 The U of Chas a Scribe
and ___ English Club
(SMEC)

Christine ___ won gold in
speed skating at the 2010
Olympics in Vancouver
The largest denomination
of Islam

4 The U of C's John Zaozirny
was Minister of ___for
Alberta, a post later held
by Murray Smith

Irfan Sabir is now our
Minister of ____ Services

N

w

o

7 Exalt or praise highly, put
ona___

8 The U of C has boasted a
number of ___ Scholars,
most recently Bogdan
Knezevic

13 TheOrder______ has

been bestowed on a num-
ber of U of C educators
and alumni, including
astronaut Bob Thirsk
15 Deb Cummings is our
Alumni Publications ___
lululemon bills itself as a
“yoga-inspired athletic
___company”
GreenParty __ Janet
Keeping attended U of C
20 Pale, like Calgarians in
winter?
22 The Dino Dash offers both
S5and10km___
23 Billionaire Garrett Camp
co-founded __

S

1

o

Rebecca Northan O O Served four terms as mayor of Calgary
Ashton Embry o) o Former program aid for Clark,
Eric Greif former executive aid for Harper
ric Gref © O Won Olympic gold and is a gay rights activist
Robert Thirsk o O Has a fossil named after him
Sue Pedersen @) o Conservationist/writer honoured
Drew Scott o by Time magazine
. O Canadian improviser, theatre director
Naheed Nenshi O o Legendary UCalgary basketballer
Jim Hawkes @) and a Rhodes Scholar
Jodi Evans o O Award-winning writer of children’s books
O Was CEO of the Calgary Stampede
Kathleen Ganley O i i
O First Canuck to soar in a Soyuz spacecraft
Vern Kimball O O World expert on obesity
Al Duerr O O Co-managed Motley Crue
Don Gillmor o o First Muslim mayor of a major
. c North American city
Mark Tewksbury O O Solicitor General of Alberta
Harvey Locke o He and his twin brother co-host
(0]
Property Brothers
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8
9 10
11 12
13
14 15 16 17
18
19 20 21 22
23
24 25
26 27
Puzzles by Larry Humber
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TD Insurance

‘Meloche Monnex

Supporting you...

Take advantage of and University of Calgary.
your group privileges:
You could save $415°
or more when you

combine your home and
auto insurance with us.

Your needs will change as your life and career evolve.
As a University of Calgary Alumni Association
member, you have access to the TD Insurance
Meloche Monnex program, which offers preferred
insurance rates, other discounts and great protection,
that is easily adapted to your changing needs.

Plus, every year our program contributes to supporting
your alumni association, so it’s a great way to save and

Insurance program partner of the show you care at the same time. Get a quote today!
University of Calgary Alumni Association

) UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY
W Alumni Association HOME | AUTO

Request a quote at 1-888-589-5656
or visit tdinsurance.com/UOFCalumni

The TD Insurance Meloche Monnex program is underwritten by SECURITY NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY. It is distributed by Meloche Monnex Insurance and Financial Services Inc. in Quebec, by Meloche Monnex Financial
Services Inc. in Ontario, and by TD Insurance Direct Agency Inc. in the rest of Canada. Qur address: 50 Place Crémazie, Montreal (Quebec) H2P 1B6.

Due to provincial legislation, our auto and recreational vehicle insurance program is not offered in British Columbia, Manitoba or Saskatchewan.
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